Page 4-5: LAND OF MILK & HONEY
Understanding the attraction of Western Countries
Page 6-7: A WEEK IN YOUR CITY
Highlighting the reality of situations that lead to people
seeking asylum

AIMS & OBJECTIVES / EXERCISE OVERVIEW

EXERCISES

SESSION 1

AIM: To enable participants to personally identify with the
underlying reasons for asylum seekers and refugees
wanting to live in the United Kingdom

RACISM

SESSION 1
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ANSWER: YOU ALREADY LIVE IN THIS COUNTRY! This new country is
actually the United Kingdom, Western Europe and other first world countries!
HOW? See statistics below:
(*Sources from several internet sites. Try Search Engine (S/E) – ‘World
Population’, ‘World Poverty statistics’, ‘World Life Expectancy’, ‘Global Issues’):
• Almost half the world live on about £1.50p each day. You probably have more in

Ours is currently around 80! So for us to look at an equivalent country it would be
160 plus!
• In Afghanistan 15% of children will die during birth (CIA World Factbook 2010). In

the UK it is 0.5%. So for every 30 children that die there, only one dies here.

• Many countries that asylum seekers and refugees come from have civil war,

widespread murder of people, widespread rape, police regimes which torture and
murder without any evidence or trial. There is no freedom of speech. What you
say can get you and your family imprisoned, tortured or killed!

• There is no social security or benefits available to those who don’t work, and no

free medical care. If you don’t have money you may have to suffer or die.

• Disease is rife. This can include malaria, cholera, typhoid and AIDS. For example
in South Africa it was estimated in 2003 (UN Stats) that of all the deaths of people
aged 15 – 49 years 7 out of ten were from AIDS!
• To many the thought of ‘disease free’ running water from a tap in their home,
access to free education, or being able to speak freely without real fear, is nothing
more than a dream!

Q:
1. If you had a family and lived in a country with the above situation(s) present,
would you want to move to a developed country? Why / why not? DISCUSS
2. Apart from the fact people were lucky enough to be born into this society,
what is it that gives them the right to stop others from coming here to:
• Be safe?

• Have a better life?

• To be free?

DISCUSS

3. If you wanted to live in the ‘new’ country in TASK 1…how are you different
from people who wish to live here from other countries? DISCUSS

SESSION 1

• Life expectancy in the third world and developing countries can be as low as 30.

RACISM

looking at benefits of about £1000 per week! Benefits = £120 / week in the UK
(including housing benefit and no council tax) compared to their maximum earning
of £10.50p / week.
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• If this half of the world looked at our benefit system it would be the same as us

EXERCISE 1 CONTINUED

your pockets now! So if they worked every day of the year they’d earn £547.50p.
In the UK we receive around £6,000 per year in total from benefits for not working,
plus the UK’s national average wage is £26,000!
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A WEEK IN
YOUR CITY

20
mins

AIM: To highlight the reality of situations that lead to many people

SUNDAY 15th July – 32

Dead

Roadside bomb in town centre kills 7 – Local estate (?) 4 policemen killed by
bomb – 6 bodies found beheaded on outskirts of a local area (?), Gunmen attack
local mayor’s house and kill him, his wife and eight year old son – suicide bomber
kills 12 in local shopping area (?)
MONDAY 16th July – 35

Dead

Several car bombs around city kill 15 civilians – 6 family members shot dead on
local estate (?) Soldiers open fire on group at road block in city centre and kill 3 –
4 civilians killed after insurgents open fire on military convoy on (?) main street –
7 bodies found dumped on wasteland on edge of local area (?)
TUESDAY 17th July – 31

Dead

4 killed by roadside bomb in (?) area – 3 police shot dead after group attack local
police station – Gunmen attack home on (?) street and kill 5 members of extended
family – 7 bodies found dumped at intersection of main road (?) – Military
helicopter fire kills 3 children and driver of car – mortar fire on (?) estate kills 5 – 3
killed by crossfire between insurgents and military in city centre.

SESSION 1

area familiar to them, e.g. shopping centre, main city streets, parks, estates
etc:

RACISM

TASK: Read the following reports to the group substituting any (?) for an
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*NOTE – The following reports were taken from an Iraq newspaper (Az Zaman)
over a week at the height of the troubles, and list the numbers of non combatant
civilians and police (not soldiers) killed over the period of that week. The place
names from the original newspaper have been removed and should be replaced
with local school’s, streets, area’s / estates that the young people are familiar with,
to reinforce the reality of situations which often motivate people to leave for safer
countries.

EXERCISE 21

seeking safety through asylum
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ASYLUM FACTS

25
mins

The facts about asylum (S/E – put ‘asylum facts’ into a search
engine)
• Asylum seekers and refugees do not get large handouts from the state.

Asylum seekers are not allowed to work yet are criticised for taking from
the state. Many have to survive on £5 per day!

• The vast majority of Asylum seekers and refugees are law-abiding

citizens. Asylum seekers are more likely to become victims of crime.
There have been countless attacks on asylum seekers in Britain over
the last few years.

• Refugees make a huge contribution to the UK. Immigrants, including

refugees, pay more into the public purse than the majority of those
born in the UK.

• Many refugees and asylum seekers hope to return home at some point

in the future, if the situation in their country has improved. If they come
to the UK it is often due to either historical links with this country such
as being a former British colony OR having family here.

• Britain's asylum system is very tough. It is very difficult to get asylum.

The decision-making process is extremely tough and many people’s
claims are rejected.

• Since 2005 most people recognised as refugees are only given

permission to stay in the UK for five years and can have their case
reviewed at any time. This makes it difficult for them to make decisions
about their future, to find work and make definite plans for their life in
the UK.

• Poor countries - not the UK - look after most of the world's refugees.

The UK is home to less than 2-3%! In fact, out of 16 million refugees
worldwide, Europe only looks after 14%.

SESSION 3

cannot choose where they live. The accommodation allocated to them
is not paid for by the local council. It is nearly always ‘hard to let’
properties, where other people do not want to live.

RACISM

• Asylum seekers do not jump the queue for council housing and they
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They can apply for support from the National Asylum Support
Service and get a maximum of £37.77 a week - 30% below the
poverty line and about 70% of income support.

EXERCISE 2 continued

• Asylum seekers are not allowed to claim mainstream welfare benefits.
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RUMOURS & REFUGEES

25
mins

AIM: To understand how rumours are created and circulated,
and the impact they can have on people’s lives?
SCENARIO

5,000 people from your area are moved to a city in
another country. This country speaks a different
language, and has a different religion and culture.

• Over time some of your group start relationships with people from this country.
Many locals object to this. What rumours are likely to start as a result of this?
DISCUSS
• If people from your group began to get attacked more and more by racist
elements in this city…how would you respond? What reputations will this give
your group as a whole in this new city? DISCUSS
• A CRIMINAL element in your group get involved in the local crime scene.
How will this affect the reputation of the rest of your group? DISCUSS
• Do you think that, in time, lies and rumours are bound to surface about people
from your area by racist groups in this city and country? Y/N? What kind of
lies and rumours? DISCUSS

Q:
1. Are there any differences between the answers given and many of the issues
that people may have with asylum seekers and refugees locally? DISCUSS
2. Why do you think that so many rumours exist about different people in your
area, and (b) Do these rumours help people live together peacefully?
DISCUSS

Racism is about differences….and NUMBERS! The
majority will always focus on the minority as being
different.

SESSION 3

• Would a lot of you want to get work to start earning money? What do you
think the locals would say about this? DISCUSS

RACISM

• Are you going to want to hang around together and live with people from your
area…and speak your own language? What do you think ‘locals’ would say
about this? DISCUSS

EXERCISE 1

- Thinking of the above, discuss the following questions:
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TASK
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