(b) To look at 3 particular offences and identify how forensics can
be used to link individuals to these crimes

EXERCISES

Page:
39-41.

STAYING LUCKY - Reality of Forensics - 20 mins

42-45.

EVERY CONTACT LEAVES A TRACE - Individual
Offences & Forensic Evidence - 20 mins

46.

EVALUATION - 5 mins

Aims & Objectives Overview

(a) To highlight to young people the reality of modern forensics,
and that getting caught is becoming increasingly more likely!

CRIME

AIM: To:
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SESSION 5

SESSION 5

Aims & Objectives
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STAYING LUCKY

20
mins

FACT - The more serious the offence = the more resources are put
into solving it by the Police. Minor offences often go unsolved
compared to serious offences. For example, there are more
unsolved shed burglaries than murders!

PUTTING THIS INTO PERSPECTIVE
Imagine you are out with a couple of mates (one carrying a knife).
They get into an argument with someone they have a ‘serious’
problem with. This ends up in a fight, during which they use the knife
and the other person dies. SO to escape justice, you would have to
ensure the following (in a situation completely out of your control):

● No witnesses ‘at the scene’, or ‘near the scene’ are able to give

even a brief description of any of you...basically no-one saw you
(highly unlikely).
● That you and all of those involved in the offence remain undetected

on any CCTV both before, during, and after the offence (even
later, well away from the scene before you have had a chance to
change, remove mask etc) . Also If you are on camera then nobody
must recognise you in any news broadcasts, or local or national
papers.

SESSION 5

offence - Bear in mind that most people know their victims and this
problem between them will be common street knowledge.

EXERCISE 1

● There was no motive OR history connecting any of you with this

● Nobody involved talks about the offence at any future stage to

anyone. This is highly unlikely if they are boasting, seeking a
reputation, drunk, or even need to off load this to someone as guilt
/ fear / paranoia or remorse sets in.
● No-one who knows of this is ever arrested and looking to reduce

their sentence with some useful information! (It happens all the
time!).

FACT - The chances of getting away with serious violent offences are
nearly zero!

©2011 Impact Resources
www.impactresources.co.uk

hair, skin cells etc AND that none of your victims DNA is transmitted
onto any of you - virtually impossible if violence or a weapon was
used.

CRIME

● Not one of you leaves any DNA at the scene - that includes blood,
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Long Term Cost

10
mins

AIM: To enable young people to be aware of how decisions made

NOW can seriously effect their options in the future.

1. LIST any job(s) you are ‘interested’ in doing or ‘could’ do in the
future? e.g. trades, forces, mechanic, factory / shop work etc
2. How will your current offences OR things you haven‘t been caught
for yet(!), affect doing these? DISCUSS
3. What options will you have if these jobs are no longer realistic for
you because of your criminal record? DISCUSS
4. How do you think this could impact upon your and your future
family’s life long term? DISCUSS

SESSION 6

TASK:

CRIME

B – “Once you have burglary or something that shows you’ve
stolen…you will have problems being trusted in jobs that put you
around other people’s stuff. Some employers won’t take the risk,
especially when given the choice of giving the job to someone
without such an offence. The thing is you don’t give it a second
thought ‘back then’ and you’re not bothered about people ‘banging’
on about ‘what you’re going to do when you’re older?’ as it all seems
a world away. The fact is it’s not. Its just round the corner!”
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A – “I always wanted to be a bricklayer, but as a lad I got charged
with arson due to pratting about setting fire to wheelie bins on a field.
That stopped me from getting on building courses as no one would
employ me or insure me on a site. A lot of young people don’t know
what they want to do and see getting into trouble as just a laugh. For
a lot, when they realise what it is they’d like to have a go at...they
can’t because of the crimes they’ve done beforehand”

EXERCISE 2

Below are some true examples from prisoners, showing how
minor offending when younger “came back to bite” them as
adults:
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Incentives

10
mins

AIM: To question the motivation behind the individuals offending
Imagine if you got arrested again you would get a 20 year plus
life sentence. The chances are you would be very careful about:
• AVOIDING certain places
• AVOIDING certain people or groups

• Even not being bothered what happens is an incentive because you
don’t think (at this time!) it’s in your best interest to listen!

READ the following statement:
“I’m on recall at the moment probably looking at a minimum of 3 years
and I’ve just done life (15 years). It’s got to the point where I can’t be
around certain people cos I know from experience where that
leads...and to be fair I’ve had enough of this shit. I need to be out
there with my missus and kid, not in here. I don’t need this anymore. I
want other things for my kid, so it means I got to cut people out of my
life...move to another area...stop going round town...whatever it takes
to give myself a chance ‘on the out.’ Things...priorities are changing
for me now” Prisoner serving recall IPP (99 year life licence)

Q:
• What INCENTIVES motivate you to offend OR not to offend? e.g. what do you think you’ll get out of it short term and long
term? LIST
• Do you honestly think that crime is the best way to go about
this?...and if not why are you choosing to offend? DISCUSS

SESSION 7

• Something that motivates you to do certain things and be with
certain people.

CRIME

• Something YOU do to BENEFIT from....
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WHY? - Because the INCENTIVE is enough to make you think
twice! Think of an incentive as:

EXERCISE 3

• AVOIDING certain situations
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IN OR OUT?

40
mins

AIM: To create awareness of how easy it is to get drawn in to
serious offending through minor choices, and how easily this can
escalate out of control!

* This exercise is based on scenarios provided from ‘life’

sentence prisoner’s own offending careers. The intention was
to focus upon how their ‘innocent’ decisions gradually
escalated into situations out of their control.

2.Your mate asks you to be lookout whilst they rob car stereos. If
you get caught he will say you had “nothing to do with it so there’s
no risk.” He will give you a third of the cash? Y/N?
3.Your friend knows where to buy cheap ‘weed’ and wants to use
the money from the stereo‘s to sell a bit on the side. If you chip in
your share money they guarantee they can double your cash in
a couple of days? Y/N?
4.You are now selling ‘weed’. A buyer hasn’t enough money... but
they do have some stuff from a burglary they will exchange. For a
£100 worth of drugs you will get a £600 plasma TV. Would you
trade this? Y/N?
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5.Someone you have given £250 worth of stuff on credit says they
aren’t going to pay you! You are owed plenty of money around
your area and are worried that if you let this slip you could lose a
lot of money. How are you going to respond?

SESSION 3

1.Someone you know wants a bike and you know where one is
stashed from a shed burglary. They will pay £30 for the bike.
Would you sort them out with the bike? Y/N?

CRIME

For each one state (a) Whether you would get involved, and (b) Why
OR why not you made this decision (?)

EXERCISE 1

TASK: Look at the following offences:

continued on next page…
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IN OR OUT?

40
mins

TASK 2: Now look at what prisoners have to say about the
individual offences, and what should be taken into account before
making these decisions. READ OUT THE OFFENCES that these
points correspond to from the first part of the exercise (TASK 1).

4.Handling stolen goods – the fact is most people will take stuff in
exchange as they feel they are getting a good deal. But they still
have to pass this stuff on as it’s a direct link with the burglary. If
you’re caught with stolen goods you can get charged with the
burglary... unless you tell them where you got the stuff from which
will put you in a further dilemma. DISCUSS

continued on next page…

SESSION 3

CRIME

3.Dealing is a slippery slope. It looks like it’s such easy money…
‘why would you do anything else!?’ The problem is once you start
making quick money, the motivation to work legally for money goes
(ask any dealer!), You also end up dealing more and more as
greed gets a hold of you (or a habit!)! You need to be clear about
one thing. You’re only seeing part of the story. The deeper you get
involved in dealing the more of the reality you will begin to
see – the paranoia, the violence, the police, the stress of it all, the
involvement in things related to your dealing that will put you and
your family at risk and get you bigger sentences. DISCUSS
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2.Acting as a lookout - Again it may seem trivial and that acting as
a look out means you’re not doing the offence yourself…but you
can still get charged the same as it may be seen as a ‘joint
enterprise’. The same thing applies…little daft offences can get
you a minor record and this can have big consequences when
you’re older e.g. who will employ you. For instance a look out on a
burglary will result in a burglary charge. If this person wanted to be
a joiner when they were older, this could become a major problem.
They’d need to be trusted around people’s belongings whilst in the
house and burglary charges would not look good! DISCUSS

EXERCISE 1

1.Petty Offences - These little minor offences may not even seem
like you’re doing anything wrong, and 90% of the time they don’t
result in anything serious. However a few may get a caution or
minor criminal record from it, which can cost them a lot more than
the £30 they may have got for the bike in the long term. Little daft
things aren’t worth it. DISCUSS
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Careers

40
mins

Burglary - the reality: DISCUSS any of the points raised:

• Once you’re known to the Police you will be looked at as a suspect
for burglaries in your area. Equally you will be seen as a
suspect by the people in your area for anything going missing and all the risks this entails!
• Plenty of people in the prison system are the results of burglaries
going wrong and leading to murder / manslaughter or serious
violence charges. When people are frightened and under pressure
with something that can be used as a weapon - things can go
badly wrong!
• The vast majority of burglars do so to fund drug habits.
• In some prisons burglars are put on ‘protection’ as they are seen
as ‘lowlife’ - robbing off ‘hard working’ people who have very little.
continued on next page…

SESSION 4

• With advances in Forensics you can always be identified to
burglaries you may have committed and gotten away with in the
past. With a sentence of 3 years for a conviction of 3 burglaries...
this becomes important!

CRIME

• If you sell the stuff to someone who buys stolen goods (‘Handling’)
then you’ll only ever get a minimum price anyway. Handlers have
the advantage of knowing the burglar needs to get rid of the stuff
quickly! As a result the price is always low.
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• The pressure to get rid of stuff quickly is a major factor as the items
link you to the burglary. Word soon spreads if you’re trying to sell
around your area, which also increases the chances of been
caught.

EXERCISE 1

• Most burglaries make a few hundred pounds at best. Ignore the
stories of thousands been made. The fact is that most are in and
out jobs, over in a matter of minutes, with a few stolen items that
can be physically carried! So in terms of workload, burglars often
have to keep on burgling houses on a regular basis as there’s not
a lot of money in it! Plus the chances of getting caught increase
every time you do one due to the likelihood of forensics being left
at the scene.
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